
Can an adult change his or 
her name? 

Yes, usually.  In Indiana, a person over 
the age of 18 can generally get his or her 
name changed by a court.  It is actually 
not necessary to get a court order for a 
name change; an adult can simply begin 
using a new name as along as the person 
is not trying to get away from creditors 
or criminal problems.  However, you can 
get a court order for a name change if 
you want to.  Some people prefer to get 
a court order to make it easier to change 
your name with agencies. 

I am an adult and I want to 
change my name.  My 
parents do not want me to.  
Can they stop me? 

No.  They could try to come into court 
and state their objections, but the law 
does not give the parents of an adult the 
right to object to an adult’s name change. 

Are there times when I 
cannot change my name? 

Yes.  You CANNOT get your name 
changes if you are confined to a 
department of correction facility 
(prison).  You also cannot get your name 
changed if you are trying to hide from 
creditors or from criminal problems. 

If you have had a felony conviction 
within 10 years of the time you want to 
change your name, you will have to do 
extra notifications when you file your 
petition for a name change. 

How do I change my name 
in court? 

First, you will need to file a name change 
petition in the circuit court in the county 
where you live.  (You can get a Petition 
for Name Change at 
www.in.gov/judiciary/selfservice.) 

Second, you have to publish a notice of 
name change in a local newspaper for 
three weeks.  This “tells the world” of 
your plan to change your name. 

Approximately 30 days after the proper 
notice in the paper has been done, the 
court will have a hearing.  You do not 
have to give the court a reason for your 
name change.  However, the court is not 
absolutely required to give you the name 
change, so it might be better if you did 
have a reason for the court. 

What newspaper should I 
use to publish my notice? 

You should use the newspaper that is 
most widely published in the county 
where you file the petition.  If there is no 
newspaper in that county, you should 
use the newspaper in adjoining county.  
You can call he local county clerk to ask 

what newspaper is typically used for 
publishing legal notices. 

What extra notifications are 
required if I have a criminal 
past? 

You always have to do the basic notice 
to your local newspaper.  If you have 
had a felony conviction in the last ten 
years, you also must notify the sheriff 
and prosecutor of the county where you 
live, and the Indiana criminal history 
records department. 

What happens after the 
court orders my name to be 
changed? 

If the court grants the name change, the 
court will give you a decree of name 
change, certified by the clerk of the 
court.  This your proof of the name 
change.  Once your name has been 
changed, you will need to notify 
government agencies (particularly the 
Social Security Administration), your 
employer, your creditors and other 
agencies and businesses that you deal 
with. 

Can I change my child’s 
name? 

You can ask the court to change your 
child’s name.  You need to file a name 
change petition in court, and tell the 



court why you want your child’s name 
change.  You will not need a parent’s 
agreement in some situations (for 
example, if the parent has abandoned the 
child, or has failed to support the child 
for least one year). 

The other parent must be notified of the 
filing of the name change petition (in 
addition to the notice published in the 
local newspaper).  Even if you do not 
need a parent’s agreement, you still need 
to notify the parent of the name change 
petition. 

The court will be guided by the best 
interests of the child when deciding 
whether or not to change a child’s name.  
The court may consider factors such as: 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

Whether the child has a lot of 
records in one name (such as school 
or medical records); 

Whether the child has siblings who 
would have a different name; 

Whether the child is well known in 
the community by a certain last 
name; 

The child’s wishes, if the child is old 
enough to tell the judge his wishes. 

Note:  If the child was born outside of a 
marriage, the court can change the child’s 
name in a paternity action (if a paternity 
action is filed).  The parents would not have 
to file a separate name change case.  If a 
name change is requested in a paternity 

action, the court will decide whether it is in 
the child’s best interests to have his name 
changed. 
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To Submit an Application 
for Legal Assistance, 

Call ILS Intake: 

 

Anderson:  Bloomington:     
1-877-323-6260  1-877-323-6260 

Evansville:  Fort Wayne:          
1-877-323-6260  1-877-323-6260 

Gary:   Hammond:            
1-219-886-3161  1-219-853-2360 

Indianapolis:  Lafayette:              
1-317-631-9410 or 1-765-423-5327 or 
1-800-869-0212  1-800-382-7581 

New Albany:  South Bend:           
1-812-945-4123 or 1-574-234-8121 or  
1-800-892-2776  1-800-288-8121 

 

Español 1-877-323-6260 
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This pamphlet is for information only.  It is NOT legal advice.  
For legal advice, contact a private attorney or a lawyer at the 
nearest Legal Services Office. 

Laws and Policies change.  Please look at the last revised date 
to make sure the information is still current. 

Information Available on the web 
www.indianajustice.org 

 

 



 


