6th Access to Justice Conference
ALTERNATE Registration Form
You will find an online registration system at www.indianajustice.org   The online system will allow you to select your conference sessions and pay with a credit card online.

The following is an ALTERNATE registration form. You may print this form, fill it out and follow the instructions for submitting it to ILS.
PLEASE do NOT fill out both the online version and this one.

This conference focuses on the legal needs of low-income and elderly Hoosiers.  We have five major workshop topics this year.  The topics are Government Benefits, Consumer Law, Elder Law, Family Law, and Housing Law.  Five sessions will be presented within each of these topics.  You do not have to stay within one topic for the entire conference.  You can select sessions from any topic that you wish.

In addition to the workshop sessions, we are proud to sponsor authors Jennifer Thompson-Cannino and Ronald Cotton (Picking Cotton: Our Memoir of Injustice and Redemption) as our guest speakers.  You will have the opportunity to purchase their book and have it signed by the authors.

The conference fee includes all conference materials, parking at the Sheraton City Centre, the workshops, Jennifer and Ronald’s presentation, as well as morning and afternoon snacks and refreshments and a buffet lunch.  

If you have any questions please contact Victoria Deak at 317.829.3085 or at Victoria.deak@ilsi.net

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION DATA:
Name:__________________________________

Organization:____________________________

_______________________________________

Position:________________________________

Address:________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Ph:_____________________

     (Area Code) – Number

email:__________________________________

Attorney Number:________________________

○  My status is:

○
Private attorneys/social workers:




$175

○
Not-for-profit/government /faith-based employees              
$  75

○
Other









$175

PLEASE COMPLETE THE REMAINING PAGES – YOU SHOULD SELECT WHAT SESSIONS YOU WILL BE ATTENDING DURING THE CONFERENCE.
You may mail the completed registration form along with your conference fee to:

Access to Justice Conference

ATTN:  Victoria Deak

151 North Delaware

Suite 1640

Indianapolis, IN 46204
6th Access to Justice Conference
Agenda

Date:  December 4, 2009
Conference Locations:    Sheraton City Centre





31 West Ohio Street





Indianapolis, IN 46204




317.635.2000

Parking is available at the hotel and is part of the conference registration fee.

If you need overnight accommodations, contact the hotel directly and tell them you are attending the ACCESS TO JUSTICE CONFERENCE.

Agenda Details
8:15 – 9:00  Registration

9:00 – 9:15  Welcoming Remarks

FOR CONFERENCE ATTENDEES:  
PLEASE SELECT ONE SESSION THAT YOU WILL ATTEND FROM 9:20 – 10:20
9:20 – 10:20



 

○   Government Benefits:


“Using the Law to Obtain and Maintain Necessities for Survival:
Obtaining Indiana Benefits:  A Brief Overview of the Who, What, Where, and How of Benefits Eligibility and Applications”
Synopsis:  Discussion of the eligibility requirements for the various state and federal benefits programs available to Indiana residents and the best methods of applying for benefits and obtaining prompt processing  of applications.



Presenter:  Katherine Rybak 


Presenter:  Kathy Koehler

○   Consumer Law:
             “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Discharge of Student Loanstc "
Cases " \l 2”

Synopsis:  We will briefly overview the student loan collection process, then turn to two kinds of discharge of student loans.  First, we will review the discharge process through the US Department of Education and other agencies, which may grant relief in several cases, including closed schools, false certifications, disability and death.  Then, we will review the current law regarding discharge in bankruptcy court on grounds of undue hardship.



Presenter:  John Brengle



Presenter:  Steve Sharpe
 
○ Elder Law:

“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Enforcement of Health Facility Licensure Requirements”
Synopsis:  This session will provide an overview of the long term care survey and enforcement process, including complaint investigations, and how the survey agency can promote quality of life and quality of care.


Presenter:   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Kim Rhoades, ISDH 

○  Family Law:


  “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Military Issues and Family Law”

Synopsis:  This session will review the unique status of military members as it affects procedures and outcomes in family law scenarios with emphasis on issues such as Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, military pensions, jurisdiction, available retirement and survivor benefits.



Presenter:  Steve Fillenwarth

○  Housing Law:

  “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Judicial Perspectives on Foreclosure Prevention -
Settlement Conferences and the Indiana Supreme Court Mortgage Foreclosure Initiative”

Synopsis:   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 Foreclosure prevention settlement conferences in Indiana are well underway as a result of a new law, effective July 1, 2009. The Indiana Supreme Court Mortgage Foreclosure Initiative is also well underway. We’ll get perspectives on these settlement conferences from a member of the judiciary. We’ll also get an update on recent activities of the Indiana Supreme Court Initiative and its partners.



Presenter:  David Remondini 



Presenter:  Judge David Dreyer
FOR CONFERENCE ATTENDEES:  
PLEASE SELECT ONE SESSION THAT YOU WILL ATTEND FROM 10:25 – 11:25

10:25 – 11:25
○ Government Benefits:

  “Tips for Effectively Handling Benefit Appeals”
Synopsis:  Guidance for both legal and community advocates in appealing denials and terminations of applications for Indiana benefits.



Presenter: Jamie Andree 


Presenter: ALJ Jeannine Resler 

 ○  Consumer Law:


  “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Credit Card Bill of Rights”


Synopsis:   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Credit Card Accountability, Responsibility and Disclosure Act of 2009 (or the Credit CARD Act of 2009) was signed into law on May 22, 2009.  This session will discuss its most important features, which include restrictions on interest and fee increases, banning well-known credit “traps” such as double-cycle billing and universal default, improved disclosure and notice requirements, and new protections to minors and young consumers. We will also discuss consumer remedies and potential collection defenses and counterclaims under the Act.




Presenter:  John Brengle


○ Elder Law:

“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Indiana Division of Aging Initiatives”

Synopsis:  The presenter will discuss current and future initiatives by the Division of Aging to increase the availability of long-term care choices.



Presenter:   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Faith Laird

○  Family Law:


“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Upcoming Changes to the Child Support Guidelines”

Synopsis:  This presentation will focus on how the upcoming changes to the Indiana Child Support Guidelines, effective January 1, 2010, will affect low-income support payers in Indiana.  There will be special emphasis on the changes as they relate to our disabled clients, including the mechanics of presenting necessary evidence and completing an accurate child support worksheet.



Presenter:   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Tom Frohman

○  Housing Law:

“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Fair Housing Law – Strategies for Helping Protected Classes”

Synopsis:  Housing discrimination is widespread, especially among certain groups of people and in particular situations.  We’ll discuss common situations in fair housing law and how to deal with them, including reasonable accommodation for people with disabilities, sexual harassment, familial status, and race/national origin.



Presenter:   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Aisha Anderson Bierma
11:30 – 12:30 - ALL
Guest Speakers Jennifer Thompson-Cannino and Ronald Thompson, authors, “Picking Cotton: Our Memoir of Injustice and Redemption”


Please note that their book will be available for purchase and following their address, the authors will be available to sign copies. 

12:30 – 1:00 – Book signing and movement to lunch

1:00 – 2:00  - ALL

Buffet Lunch

FOR CONFERENCE ATTENDEES:  
PLEASE SELECT ONE SESSION THAT YOU WILL ATTEND FROM 2:00 – 3:00
2:00 – 3:00


○    Government Benefits: 

“Using Indiana Courts to Meet Basic Survival Needs:  Judicial Review of Agency Decisions”  

Synopsis:  Discussion of procedures and useful strategies in seeking and obtaining favorable decisions on judicial review of administrative agency determinations.



Presenter:  Crystal Francis




Presenter:  Judge David Shaheed
○  Consumer Law:  “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A Primer on IRS Collection Cases”
Synopsis:  Does your client owe a debt to the IRS?  Learn the basics of representing clients facing collection by the IRS.  This session will review the IRS collection process, and how to set realistic goals in handling the case.  We will also discuss taxpayer options such as Currently Not Collectible status, Installment plans, and Offer-in-Compromise.


Presenter:  Jamie Andree
○  Elder Law:  “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Culture Change in Health Care Facilities”


Synopsis:   This session will provide an overview of the “culture change” movement in long term care and its contributions to quality of life and quality of care.  This issue focuses on the ability to deinstitutionalize long-term care and transform the nursing facility environment to a more home like model.


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Presented by: Connie Steigmeyer 

○  Family Law:  “Limited Scope Representation in Family Law Cases”

Synopsis:  The practice of unbundling legal services, also known as limited scope representation, falls into three general categories:  consultation, document preparation, and limited representation in court.  This practice of unbundling legal services offers a cost effective means to access justice for many people.  The idea is that with a lawyer’s help, clients can more effectively spend their litigation money. 
  

Presented by:  Ann Williams


Presented by:  Monica Fennell


○  Housing Law: “Shifting the Focus to Housing Stability – Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program”


Synopsis:  With funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), Indiana is promoting stability in new ways through the Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program (HPRP).  HPRP significantly expands resources for people with moderate barriers to stable permanent housing.  It targets those who would be homeless “but for” this assistance.  Legal resources are needed to make this shift meaningful.  Learn how legal providers and communities in Indiana are building new models of homeless prevention and what types of legal help can make a difference.


Presented by:  Stephen Byers


Presented by:  Rodney Stockment
FOR CONFERENCE ATTENDEES:  
PLEASE SELECT ONE SESSION THAT YOU WILL ATTEND FROM 3:05 – 4:05
3:05 – 4:05


○  Government Benefits:  “Public Benefits and Civil Rights:  Using Federal ADA and Civil Rights Claims to Advocate for Access to Benefits”

Synopsis:  This session will explore the civil rights tools available to advocates in seeking legal remedies to public benefits problems.  In particular, Gavin Rose of the ACLU will discuss Section 1983 actions as well as claims based on other applicable civil rights legislation, including the Americans with Disability Act.



Presented by:   Gavin Rose


○  Consumer Law: “Debt Collection – Defenses, Counterclaims and Affirmative Suits”  
Synopsis:  With massive job losses, a shaky economy and the lack of affordable medical care, many Indiana consumers find themselves drowning in debt.  This session will explain why the problem exists, why the credit card companies will not work with consumers, how to defend or dismiss collection actions and how to use the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act defensively with a counter-claim or pr-actively with a Complaint.  The session will also discuss evidentiary issues with “Affidavits of debt” filed by secondary debt buyers.


Presented by:  Christine Jackson


Presented by:  Katherine Rybak

○  Elder Law: “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1We Can’t Meet Your Needs:  Housing Discrimination against Seniors with Disabilities ” 


Synopsis: Senior citizens have the same fair housing rights as everyone else.  There are strict limitations on the ability of all housing providers to evict or refuse admission to seniors because of their disabilities and their personal care needs.  These limitations even apply to nursing homes and assisted living providers, who sometimes believe they can freely pick and choose residents based on disability.  This session will discuss when it is and is not legal to deny housing to seniors because of their disabilities.  It will also discuss how to use reasonably accommodations and modifications to help seniors use and enjoy their current housing, gain admission to housing and avoid eviction.
        

Presented by: Aisha Anderson Bierma 

○  Family Law:  “Child Custody Issues”

Synopsis:
This session will provide an overview of the case law and statutes relating to child custody determination and modifications in the divorce and paternity context, including practical suggestions and strategies for the courtroom advocate.  The presentation will also include a discussion of third party custody issues and the Uniform Child Custody Enforcement Act.


Presented by:  Annette Biesecker 


○  Housing Law: “Defending Foreclosures – Best Practices”

Synopsis:  Two IFLA (Institute for Foreclosure Legal Assistance) attorneys will discuss best practices in defending foreclosures, including case evaluation, investigation, litigation and discovery.  The Institute for Foreclosure Legal Assistance is a project of the Center for Responsible Lending, managed by the National Association of Consumer Advocates (NACA)



Presented by:  Joseph Zielinski



Presented by:  Stephanie Katich

FOR CONFERENCE ATTENDEES:  
PLEASE SELECT ONE SESSION THAT YOU WILL ATTEND FROM 4:10 – 5:10
4:10 – 5:10


 ○  Government Benefits:  “Medical-Legal Partnership Initiatives”
Synopsis:  This session will provide legal and non-legal advocates with information about a dynamic way to meet the legal needs of our client base—Medical Legal Partnerships (MLPs).  Featured on the front page of the Indianapolis Star and in the Indiana Lawyer, the Indiana Health Advocacy Coalition (IHAC), in partnership with Baker and Daniels has brought together the non-profit legal services providers in the Indianapolis area with health care providers to help meet the legal needs of low income individuals in an effort to improve their health outcomes.  Chad Priest of IHAC and Christopher Purnell from the Neighborhood Christian Legal Clinic will discuss how the MLPs work, and how legal and non-legal advocates can get involved.




Presented by:  Chad Priest



Presented by:  Christopher Purnell


○   Consumer Law: “Negotiation and Settlement of Foreclosure Cases”  

Synopsis:  The session will provide basic information regarding strategies for evaluating and settling foreclosure cases, and it will touch on new programs, including the Home Affordable Modification Program, and specific issues such as debt cancellation.  JOINT SESSION WITH HOUSING LAW.



Presented by:  Steve Sharpe


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
○  Elder Law:  “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1What’s Working in Long Term Care, What’s Not, and Where Should We Go from Here?”

Synopsis:   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1This is an interactive session which will examine various aspects of long-term care and engage all participants to explore potential challenges and possible solutions.  


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Presented by:  Ken Bennett


Presented by:  Robyn Grant



Presented by:  Arlene Franklin



Moderated by:  Dennis Frick

○ Family Law:  “Enforcement of Property Settlements/judgments in Family Law Cases”

Synopsis:  This session will explore various options for family law advocates to ensure enforcement of court ordered property judgments.  


Presented by: Matt Foster 

○  Housing Law: “Negotiation and Settlement of Foreclosure Cases”  

Synopsis:  The session will provide basic information regarding strategies for evaluating and settling foreclosure cases, and it will touch on new programs, including the Home Affordable Modification Program, and specific issues such as debt cancellation.  JOINT SESSION WITH CONSUMER LAW.



Presented by:  Steve Sharpe
